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Background
The Archaeological Society of Virginia, Chesapeake Bay Archaeological Consortium, Department of Historic Resources, Virginia Museum of Natural History, and James Madison University have identified the Great Neck site (44VB0007), Virginia Beach, Virginia, as a significant site threatened with destruction.  The entire bluff above Back Bay has long been recognized as a prehistoric locus fundamental in understanding the Middle and Late Woodland of Virginia.  First excavated by avocationalists in the 60s and 70s, the site became a major focus of salvage efforts in the 1980s by Virginia Research Center for Archaeology (now part of DHR) when it was slated for residential development.  Three lots remained intact until 2015 when plans called for their sale and development.  The land-owner kindly acquiesced to allow study and DHR and ASV has excavated several features in one lot.  The Spring 2016 Field School will excavate features in the remaining lots.
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Field School
The field school meets requirements for the ASV/DHR/COVA Certification Program for excavation. Headquarters for the field school will be on-site at 1951 Thomas Bishop Lane, off Great Neck Road and near tennis courts. Several motels are found in Virginia Beach with the land-owner’s Virginia Beach Resort and Conference Center nearby.  First Landing State Park is conveniently located with both camp sites and cabins available.  Participants are responsible for lodging and meals.  Lunch will not be provided at the site but restaurants are ubiquitous.  Please wear comfortable clothing and bring drinking water.  Portajohns with washstands will be available on site.  The field school timing in early spring will avoid the influx of insects and the hot humid weather.  Work will begin at 8:30 am (meet on–site) and shut down by 4:30 pm.  Excavation and survey may also be prone to the vagaries of the weather.  Saturday, May 21, will be an open-house with site visitation (this has been pushed back from the 14th).  
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