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PRESIDENT’S GOALS FOR 2010

Welcome to the fourth year for Chapter! We now boast
three years of graduates who are ready to support the
education, outreach and service goals of the Master
Naturalist program. This year, | would like to set a goal
of 2010 volunteer service hours for our chapter. If all
our graduates are active, this would be an average of
50 hours per person. To achieve this, we plan to
strengthen relationships with our sponsors, partners
and neighboring chapters to develop a number of
service opportunities for our members. Frank Wilson
Park is in particular need of attention. We are looking
for creative ideas to combine service in the park with
Chapter meetings and Socials. Let's make this both a
fun and productive year!

Kathy Fell

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Advisor/Development, Denny Casey
Host, Carolyn Turner

Membership, Christy Deatherage
Newsletter/Web Page, Ashby Pritchett
Outreach/Publicity/Historian, Lynn
Pritchett

Program, Larry Turner

Training , Rachael Wingfield
Volunteer Service, Kathy Fell, Christy
Deatherage & Rachael Wingfield

PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Hello Chapter Members! | would like to take a moment
to thank everyone for your hard work and dedication
to our chapter. We have grown by leaps and bounds
over the past three years and our membership is
strong, which is evident in the over 1,000 service hours
we logged last year alone!

| have thoroughly enjoyed serving as chapter

president, a job made easier by your dedication to our
mission. I'm look forward to serving this

upcoming year as past president.

Christy Deatherage




Visit New Virginia Master Naturalist Blog

Michelle Prysby, Virginia Master Naturalist Program
Coordinator, has created a blog site to share news about
the Master Naturalist program, what is happing in our

1 chapters around the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Visit and join this site at
http://virginiamasternaturalist.blogspot.com/ .

Southwestern Piedmont Master Naturalists
Virginia Museum of Natural History
21 Starling Avenue
Martinsville, VA 24112
Phone: (276) 634-4184
denny.casey@vmnh.virginia.gov

FIFTEEN COMPLETE NATURALIST TRAINING

Published in the Martinsville Bulletin, February 18, 2010.

“The newest members of the Virginia Master Naturalists Program include 15 area residents.
James Allen, Curtis Brooks, Evalyn Chapman, Lora Coleman, Stephanie Ernst, Michele
Faircloth, Winford Fowlkes, Terry Freeland, William Freeland, Dorothy Haley, John
Hollandsworth, Jesse Powell, Richard Thompson, Jim Tobin and Rachael Wingfield received
recognition for completion of the Virginia Master Naturalist Basic Training Course during the
January chapter meeting of the VMN Southwestern Piedmont Chapter at the Virginia Museum
of Natural History. Membership certificates were awarded to those who were present.

Other chapter members were recognized as Certified Virginia Master Naturalists. Jo Carter,
Kathy Fell, Dennis Reeves, Carolyn Turner, and Tamara Poles have completed credentials
after becoming members of the chapter last year. Marty Bullins, Gael Chaney, Christy
Deatherage, Danny Martin, Susan Martin, Lynn Pritchett, and Larry Turner, who are charter
members of the chapter, have retained certification as Virginia Master Naturalists with this
program... “

The process for becoming a certified Virginia Master Naturalist typically takes 6 to 12 months.
It begins with a 40-hour basic training course offered by a local chapter of the program. An
additional 8 hours of advanced training and 40 hours of volunteer service are required to
become a Certified Virginia Master Naturalist.

Officers of the Southwestern Piedmont Chapter for 2010 were elected during the meeting.
They are Kathy Fell, chapter president; Larry Turner, vice president; Dennis Reeves,
treasurer; and Carolyn Turner, secretary.
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OUR RECENT GRADUATES

Newest chapter members are, from left to right: William Freeland, Jr., Rachael Windfield, Lora Coleman,
Jim Tobin, and Curtis Brooks. On the back row, left to right: Terry Freeland, Jesse Powell, John
Hollandsworth, Winford (W.C.) Fowlkes, and Richard Thompson. Five members not pictured are James
Allen, Evalyn Chapman, Stephanie Ernst, Dorothy Haley, and Michele Faircloth.

NEWLY CERTIFIED AND RECERTIFIED CHAPTER MEMBERS

Certified Virginia Master Naturalists of the Southwest Piedmont Virginia Master Naturalists Chapter
pictured here are, on the front row, left to right: Tamara Poles, Lynn Pritchett, Gael Chaney, Christy
Deatherage. Back row, left to right: Marty Bullins, Larry Turner, Carolyn Turner, and Dennis Reeves.
Certified master naturalists not pictured are Jo Carter and Kathy Fell.




JEFF KIRWAN SPEAKS ON
“"REMARKABLE TREES OF VIRGINIA”

Dr. Kirwan (left) told the audience that a three
year-old child identified a redbud bloom (above) as a
“hummingbird.”

Dr. Jeff Kirwan gave a free public presentation on “Remarkable Trees of Virginia” on Thursday, March
11, at the Virginia Museum of Natural History. The presentation was sponsored by the Southwestern
Piedmont Master Naturalists.

In the book Remarkable Trees of Virginia (2008), approximately 100 Virginia trees are photographed
and selected for their special qualities. Although no trees from Martinsville and Henry County appear in
the book, Kirwan stated that a state champion Southern Catalpa was discovered on the Beaver Creek
Plantation property too late to be included.

Kirwan reported that four of the trees pictured in the book have already died. He lamented that although
the state protects buildings as historic resources, it does not afford the same protection to its
remarkable trees.

Approximately 70 people attended Kirwan’s presentation, filling the Dudley Walker Lecture Hall.
Deeming it a very significant educational opportunity, the “Rivers and Trails” organization changed its
meeting time and location to allow its membership to attend the presentation.

CHAPTER MEMBERS
PARTICIPATE IN FIRST
RIVERS AND BUGS SUMMIT

Roughly 40 people attended the first “Rivers & Bugs
Summit,” held at Moral Hill Baptist Church March 13. The
summit, sponsored by the Dan River Basin

Association, included environmental sessions, faith-based
responses to environmental issues, sustainable practices
at a Christmas tree farm, fundamentals of Global
Positioning Systems, environmental ethics and
stewardship, recycling, and environmental programs for
children. Lynn Pritchett introduced participants to the
fundamentals of Global Positioning Systems and GPS

Master Naturalists W.C.Fowlkes and Richard

. . . » | Thompson watch Wayne Kirkpatrick, president
devices. Marty Bullins, demonstrated his "Recycle Derby” | the%an RV;IVGI' Basir? Assc;cigtiorll sh%w rllow

game, used to educate youth how to identify and recycle | he creates a display of aquatic insects. (Photo
plastic containers. by Mike Wray)




WILD ABOUT WILDFLOWERS

Excerpt from the Martinsville Bulletin, March 21, 2010.

“Master Naturalist Bob Tuggle of Bassett Forks shares a guide to some of
the most common wildflowers of the Patrick and Henry County areas. He
gave a presentation on them at the March 6 symposium Master Your
Garden by the Patrick County Master Gardener Association.

Wildflowers should be admired where they grow, not moved or cut. ‘Many
wildflowers will not continue to grow in altered or in disturbed habitats,’
Tuggle warned. Also, picking or digging them up reduces their numbers.
By their means of propagation, wildflowers can be classified as ‘cloners or
loners,” Tuggle said. Cloners are those which drop their seeds at the base
of the mother plant, or reproduce by growing new plants from stolons or
roots. Loners are those which distribute their seeds away from the mother
plant.”

“Tuggle, also the information services manager for Henry County, has
been a member of Virginia Master Naturalists for two years. He
recommended a national wildflower project by Lady Bird Johnson. Her
program is found at www.wildflower.org/plants . Other sources consulted
for this article are the United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service at plants.usda.gov; and the pocket guide “Virginia Southwestern Piedmont: An Introduction to
Familiar Plants & Animals,” is available at the Virginia Museum of Natural History.”

CHAPTER BOARD INFO ON THE WEB

Board decisions affecting the membership will be posted in
this section in future issues.

Board Minute archives are available at the Southwestern Piedmont
Chapter Google Group website. For more information, send an
email to Ashby Pritchett, arpritchett@comcast.net

% 7.

VOLUNTEER HOURS

2010 CHAPTER GOAL:

M Do, ePored @s ot 12010 VOLUNTEER HOURS
Administration hours: 9 hours
Advanced Training: 1.5 hours
Citizen Science: 33.5 hours
Education: 3 hours

Total: 47 hours

Report all volunteer hours to
Christy Deatherage
turkeyball@comcast.net
276-627-6276
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CHAPTER CALENDAR OF EVENTS
*April 15, 6 PM, VMNH, Chapter Meeting, “Unique Ecosystem at Turkey Cock
Mountain Area,” Dr. Richard Hoffman

*April 17, Turkey Cock Mountain, Bio Blitz, Jason Gibson &
Dr. Richard Hoffman

April 16-24, Earth Week. Go to http://www.mhccni.orq for schedule of events.

April 24, 9-10 AM Cache In —Trash Out Event at Jack Dalton Park. For
information go to http://www.geocaching.com/seek/cache details.aspx?
guid=19d48da2-2961-4bdd-82ae-46f99ffbb0e7

April 24, 1-4 PM, Earth Day Festival, Jack Dalton Park

May 1, 10 AM-12 PM, Invasive Species Removal Day at Frank Wilson Park.
Coordinated by Friends of Wilson Park. http://www.facebook.com/home.php?#!/
group.php?gid=155003976893&ref=ts

May 6, Chapter Board Meeting

May 13, 6 PM, VMNH, Chapter Meeting, “Discovering the Archaeology Lab*” Dr.
Elizabeth Moore

May 22, 10 AM-4 PM, “Bug Daze” @ VMNH. Go to http://www.vmnh.net/
index.cfm/topic/bug-daze

June 3, Chapter Board Meeting

June 17, Chapter Meeting - TBA

* Denotes advanced training opportunity
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