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TREES & FORESTS:
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES, PROGRAMS, & PARTNERS

AVAILABLE RESOURCES 

 Project Learning Tree materials
 www.plt.org - overview of whole program

www.cnre.vt.edu/plt - Virginia SOL correlations, 4-H Projects & 
resources to support PLT activities including School Tree Lists

Virginia Department of Forestry website - http://www.dof.virginia.gov 
Common Native Trees of Virginia - downloadable here: http://
www.dof.virginia.gov/edu/resources/pub_Native-Trees-Va_2009.pdf 
and available from on-line store:
https://secure01.virginiainteractive.org/shoppingcart/cgi-bin/shopva.cgi?store=507 

  Virtual Tour of the Forest -  http://www.dof.virginia.gov/vr/index.shtml
 Conservation Education -  http://www.dof.virginia.gov/edu/index.htm  

Numerous resources, including Holiday Lake Forestry Camp 
registration materials

Virginia Cooperative Extension - http://www.ext.vt.edu/resources/4h/eenr.html
 http://www.ext.vt.edu/resources/4h/environment/treeid/

4-H Virtual Forest - http://www.ext.vt.edu/resources/4h/virtualforest/

Virginia Tech College of Natural Resources & Environment
 Dendrology (tree identification internet resources)
 http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/  

Places We Live module resources - maps and photos of school sites
http://www.watersheded.org/ 
Wood Magic Show - http://woodmagic.vt.edu/ 

Forests Forever CD – distributed by Virginia Forestry Association, 804-278-8733
  http://www.vaforestry.org

Billy B. Productions – The Natural Science Song and Dance Man
 http://www.billybproductions.com/ 

Georgia-Pacific Educational in Nature
  http://www.gp.com/EducationalinNature/

International Paper Learning Center including Life of the Forest poster set  http://
www.internationalpaper.com/US/EN/Company/LearningCenter/index.html 

  
Virginia Love a Tree boxes 

http://www.deq.state.va.us/education/loveatree.html
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General Pencil Company website - http://www.generalpencil.com/
  How a Pencil Is Made (can order kits, too)
  Anatomy of a Pencil

 
National Arbor Day Foundation Nature Explore Program with Family Activities

  http://www.arborday.org/explore/ 

American Forest and Paper Association national forest products industry info
 http://www.afandpa.org/ourindustry.aspx?id=438 

Environmental Footprint Comparison Tool for pulp and paper manufacturing
 http://www.paperenvironment.org/ 

   
Temperate Forest Foundation resources:  videos, cool facts, teacher tours
 http://www.forestinfo.org/
  click on ‘Discover” or “Teachers” 

Society of American Foresters - http://www.safnet.org/aboutforestry/learn.cfm 
 

Pollution Solutions - http://www.deq.virginia.gov/education/polsol.html 
 Litter prevention and recycling activities for Virginia educators

 Virginia Naturally “K-12 Education” page  
   http://www.vanaturally.com/vanaturally/k12ed/homepage.html 
    Love-a-Tree Kits
    Virginia’s Natural Resources Education Guide 

Educator’s Guide to Planning a Field Day Event
Environmental Education Directory 
Classroom Grants
School Recognition Program

 Urban Forestry South Expo – www.urbanforestrysouth.org
  Discovering the Urban Forest Activity Book for grades 4-7:

http://www.urbanforestrysouth.org/resources/library/discovering-the-urban-forest-activity-book/view?searchterm=Activity
%20Book 

  The Forest Fun Book – 
http://www.urbanforestrysouth.org/resources/library/the-forest-fun-book/view?searchterm=Activity%20Book 

US Forest Service - http://fs.usda.gov/conservationeducation   
Discover the Forest - http://www.discovertheforest.org/ 
Natural Inquirer middle school science journal

http://www.naturalinquirer.org/ 
“How Leaves Change Color” 

   http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/pubs/leaves/leaves.shtm  

 Bay Backpack – http://www.baybackpack.com/ 
Ways to integrate the Chesapeake Bay and environmental issues into 
your classroom lessons
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TREE IDENTIFICATION, ON-LINE KEYS

FORSite Basics of Tree ID:
http://www.cnre.vt.edu/dendro/forsite/Idtree.htm  

The FORSite website has links to:

4-H Key to Leaves of Virginia Trees
http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/forsite/key/intro.htm 

Dendrology at Virginia Tech
http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/dendrology/main.htm

The VT Dendrology website has links to:

 Dichotomous Leaf and Twig Keys, and  
http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/dendrology/idit.htm

Tree Fact Sheets
http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/dendrology/factsheets.cfm

VIRGINIA FOREST PRODUCTS INFORMATION

Virginia’s Wood Products Industry by the Virginia Economic Development Partnership
 http://www.yesvirginia.org/businesssectors/woodproducts.aspx
 
The Value of Virginia’s Forests brochure by the Virginia Department of Forestry (VDOF)
 http://www.dof.virginia.gov/econ/resources/pub-Value-of-Virginias-Forests.pdf

2010 State of the Forest, Annual Report on Virginia’s Forests by VDOF  
 http://www.dof.virginia.gov/resources/pub-2010-State-Of-Forest.pdf 

Virginia’s Forests: Our Common Wealth, 2006; 24 page booklet by VDOF http://
www.dof.virginia.gov/resources/pub-2006-Va-Forests-Common-Wealth.pdf
 
Forest Inventory and Analysis Program – Virginia State Inventory Status
 http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/states/virginia.shtml 

Forest Inventory and Analysis Fact Sheet, 2007 by US Forest Service and VDOF
 http://srsfia2.fs.fed.us/states/va/VA-2007%20(Web).pdf 
 
Virginia’s Timber Industry – An Assessment of Timber Product Output and Use, 1999
by the US Forest Service Southern Research Station
 http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/pubs/rb/rb_srs074.pdf
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TREE BENEFITS CALCULATORS

 National Tree Benefit Calculator by Casey Trees and Davey Tree Expert Co.
  (annual dollar benefits of services provided by urban and suburban trees)
  http://www.treebenefits.com/calculator/ 

 The Timber Buyers Network tree value calculator (lumber value only)
  http://www.timberbuyer.net/treevalue.htm 

 Virginia Tech 4-H Tree Value Calculator 
  (tools for diversity, ecosystem services and lumber value)
  http://www.cnr.vt.edu/4h/treecalculator/ecoservices.cfm

EXISTING PROGRAMS

 Virginia Naturally – http://www.vanaturally.com
  Become a partner:  no fee, access to timely information such as when 

to order Love a Tree boxes and when grants are available
   
  Virginia Naturally School Recognition Program – 

       http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/education/school-recognition/ 
 Check out the list of participating schools

  Virginia Classroom Grants - http://www.vanaturally.com/grants.html

 Holiday Lake Forestry Camp – June 18-23, nominations are due April 20
http://www.dof.virginia.gov/edu/camp.shtml 

 Youth Conservation Camp – July 8-14
http://www.vaswcd.org/youthcamp.htm

Envirothon  - http://www.vaswcd.org/envirothon.htm

 
 Arbor Day – http://www.arborday.org
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LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATORS

 Virginia Department of Forestry office -
 http://www.dof.virginia.gov/info/my-county.htm 

Chesapeake Bay Foundation – boat and canoe MWEEs for students
 http://www.cbf.org/page.aspx?pid=260  

US Forest Service Ranger Districts – scroll all the way to Virginia at the bottom
http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/about/forestContacts.php?p=1.1.9.1 

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries office - 
http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/about/offices.asp 

 
Virginia Cooperative Extension office - http://www.ext.vt.edu/offices/

  Master Gardeners & Master Naturalists

 Soil and Water Conservation District – http://www.vaswcd.org

Arbor Day or Tree Steward Committees 

Resource Conservation and Development Districts 

Litter Prevention and Recycling Program Managers – 
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/recycle/contactlist.html 

 
Local volunteer/community groups

Junior League, Kiwanis, Jaycees, Ruritans, Urban League

Museums, nature centers, botanical gardens, arboretums

Virginia State Parks & Natural Area Preserves- http://www.dcr.virginia.gov 

Local parks

 National Parks - http://www.nps.gov   

National Wildlife Refuges - http://www.fws.gov/refuges

Compiled by:
Lisa Deaton, Forest Education Specialist
Virginia Department of Forestry
11301 Pocahontas Trail
Providence Forge, VA 23140
804/966-2201 ext. 115
lisa.deaton@dof.virginia.gov
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