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“You will experience a new
museum full of new and
exciting exhibits...”

— George Lyle

With the new $28 million, 89,127-
square-foot VMNH facility set to open
in October, the museum is now poised
to become one of the Commonwealth’s
premier destinations.

“When you walk through the doors of
the new museum, you will not just step
into a new building,” said George Lyle,
chairman of the museum'’s Board of
Trustees. “You will experience a new
museum full of new and exciting exhibits
providing the highest level of quality
interactive presentation and program-
ming with important research and inspi-
rational education about Virginia’s rich
geological and biological heritage.”

Through a collaboration with the
internationally acclaimed
exhibit design team of
Reich + Petch — which W

CHINASAURS

DINOSAUR DISCOVERIES FROM CHINA

designed the

Mammal Hall at the
Smithsonian
Institution — and

Blue Sky Design,
every corner of the
new museum will fea-
ture one-of-a-kind walk-
through and hands-on experi-

ences - from re-creations of paleontology
digs to the chirp and roar of interactive
sights and sounds.

The new museum will open in
October with Chinasaurs: The Great
Dinosaurs of China, the largest traveling
exhibition of Chinese fossils touring
North America. The exhibit features fos-
sils and skeleton recreations of dinosaurs
that once roamed China.

Also in October, the public will be able
to visit the theater, education center and
library, and will be able to see the new
permanent exhibits being installed.
Permanent exhibits will open in January
2007 to take advantage of festivities
celebrating the 4ooth anniversary of
Virginia's founding.

The Chinasaurs
exhibit is the first
i|i of many events
[ scheduled in

—=  the coming year.
see page 2

The Virginia Museum of Natural
History will host an Open House on
Sunday, July 16 from 1 to 4 p.m. Visitors
will be able to see mock-ups of new build-
ing exhibits, take behind-the-scenes tours
and visit the museum’s scientists in their
labs. Other events and programs include:
B VMNH Friends Bake Sale
B Shortee the Clown
B Butterfly Information and Crafts
B Kids' Activities

Admission is free. For more information,
call 276-666-8600 or visit www.vmnh.net.






