N

N\
Virginia Museum of

NATURAL HISTORY

2024-2025
Annual Report




2024-2025 VMNH Board of Trustees

Chair Vice-Chair Treasurer Secretary
*Mark |. Buss, *Dr. Melany R. Clark, Cord L. Cothren, Lauren B. Woodson Hall,
Manakin-Sabot Ridgeway Danville Roanoke

Trustees

Dr. Thomas R. Benzing, Waynesboro  Dr. David Furth, Alexandria *Upon Mr. Buss’ passing,

Anne Axton Burnett, Henrico Cathleen Hinker, Hayes
Jennifer H. Burnett, South Boston Emma Ito, Richmond
Lisa L. Carter, Urbanna Dr. Carole Nash, Harrisonburg
Will Clements, Carson Nathan Sanford, Roanoke

Dr. Arthur V. Evans, Richmond

2024-2025 VMNH Foundation Board

President Vice President Treasurer Secretary
Tyler Carter, Tiffani Underwood, Katrina Holbrook, Julian Mei,

Rocky Mount Martinsville Collinsville Martinsville
Board Members

Elizabeth Carter Bailey, Martinsville Kathleen McEvoy, Martinsville Michael Scales, Martinsville

Matthew Bentz, Martinsville Dr. Phyllis Newbill, Blacksburg
Dr. Katherine O’Neill, Roanoke

Caroline Pilson, Martinsville

Joyce Staples, Martinsville
Dr. Renee Brown, Martinsville Dr. Lisa Stoneman, Roanoke
Cari Clark, Glade Hill

Dr. Ophelia Griggs, Martinsville

Dr. Zeb Talley, Martinsville
Greg Preston, Martinsville Jennifer Thomas, Richmond
Aaron Rawls, Martinsville

O. Randolph Rollins, Martinsville

Mark Holland, Danville Barbara Truman, Patrick Springs

Helen Howell, Martinsville Gail Vogler, Martinsville

Tonya Jones, Martinsville Leon Scales, Salem Edward White, Martinsville

2024-2025 VMNH Foundation Advisory Board

C. Earl Armstrong, Ill Amanda Cox William Mayer Honorable William
Briggs Andrews Mary Handy Dr. Joan Montgomery Roscoe Reynolds
Dr. Michael Barber Elizabeth Harris Edwina (Didi) Pancake John Ross

Gayle Barts Barry Jarreft James Severt |l

Edwin (Trippi) Penn

Dr. LeAnn Binger Bradley Johnson Jermaine Shelton

Mike Pensinger

Manly Boyd Dr. David Jones _ Gail Smith
: : Dr. DorothyBelle Poli : :
J. Smith Chaney Dr. Mervyn King : Cindy Summitt
, - : Len Poulin , ,
Elizabeth Cole William Kirby Lisa Watkins
Stacey Reed

Gary Collins Jim Lockman Ellen Wood

Dr. Clark became Chair in May 2025.

Fiscal Year 2025 (July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025)

Revenue

4%
$186,766
7%
$315,787

12%
$584,950 Total
$4,808,244

75%
$3,615,602

. State Appropriation (Museum)

. Museum Earned Revenue (Museum)

B Restricted Grants, Partnerships (Foundation)

B investment Gains (Foundation)

Annual Fund, Memberships (Foundation)

By the Numbers

Expenses

2% <1%
$69,375 $22,277

26%
$1,087,398

Total
$4,134,343

1%
$2,955,293

B saicries & Benefits (Museum)
. General Operations (Museum)
. Support of Museum Operations (Foundation)

. Operating Expenses (Foundation)

=~ 7;648 visitors receiving free admission through the Museums for All program

12,328 students participating in VMNH education programs

~\
$
n‘Q‘ 774 donations to the VMNH Foundation

L
IE';L\\ 43 Corporate Partnerships



Education & Ouireach

Educational Programs

43%
289 programs

Total
671 programs

. Qutreach Programs

. At-the-Museum Programs

57%
382 programs

Total Served

43%
5,362 participants

Total
12,328 served

57%
6,966 participants

. Qutreach Programs

. At-the-Museum Programs




Research & Collections

For more information about scienftific research at VMNH, visit

www.vmnh.net/research-collections.

Archaeology & The Cultural Heritage Monitoring Lab

The VMNH Archaeology Department has developed new capabilities over the past year
fo position itself as a research enabler for Virginia archaeology. This includes the devel-
opment of three new reference collections (archaeobotanical, shell, wood) and building

capacity for underwater archaeological survey.

The VMNH Cultural Heritage Monitoring Lab (CHML) has played a significant role in inter-
national affairs through the use of advanced satellite fechnologies to identify impacts to
cultural heritage from conflict and natural disaster. Publishing an average of one report
per month through the Smithsonian Institution, CHML Director Dr. Hayden Bassett and

his team’s reports have received more than 41,000 reads to dafte.

Paleontology

VMNH Associate Curator of Paleontology Dr. Adam Pritchard presented research on
fossil reptile anatomy at the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology and Southeastern Geo-
logical Society of America conferences. Dr. Pritchard also submitted papers on early

snakes in Virginia and a toothless reptile from the Triassic of New Mexico.

Paleontology staff implemented the second year of a National Science Foundation-
funded project covering fieldwork in the Jurassic of Wyoming, with the grant also provid-

ing funding for six VMNH interns in Fall 2024.

Dr. Pritchard received $10,000 from the Luck Companies Foundation to support a student
internship to three-dimensionally model a reptile skeleton from Virginia. Paleontology
lab activity also included preparation of the skull, limbs, and tail of Petra the cave cat,

along with the tail vertebrae and limb skeleton of a giant carnivorous dinosaur.

Vertebrate Biology and General Ecology

Dr. Collin VanBuren started in February 2025 as a Visiting Scholar in Vertebrate Biology. In
his first few months, Dr. VanBuren had a paper accepted in the journal Integrative Zoology,
resubmitted a manuscript with reviewer comments, and submitted two additional man-
uscripts that are in their first round of review. Dr. VanBuren has also joined the Ecological
Forecasting Initiative and the Southeast Beaver Alliance, which held a virtfual conference
attended by ~100 people on June 26th. Ongoing work includes mapping beaver contribu-
fions to ecosystem services and reconstructing ancient herbivore dynamics on rangelands,

along with developing new projects to support Virginia’s natural history.

Vertebrate Zoology

VMNH Vertebrate Zoology has continued to expand the museums conservation efforts and
public outreach programming through collaborations with other non-profit organizations,
academicinstitutions, and public entities. Collections staff have sustained efforts to develop
amore complete comprehensive reference collection highlighting some of the most unique

fauna of the mid-Atlantic.

Assistant Curator of Herpetology Dr. Arianna Kuhn and Biology Research Technician Marshall
Boyd played pivotalroles in the Virginia Herpetological Society (VHS) non-profit organization
for coordinating herpetofauna biodiversity documentation throughout the Commonwealth
of Virginia and also strengthened the relationship between VHS and their counterpart in

North Carolina by co-hosting the first ever joint meeting of the two organizations.

Recent Invertebrates

Staff continued the update and reorganization of VMNH’s pinned insect collection, which is
near completion. Over the past year, 25,018 specimens were curated and inventoried, bring-
ing the total number of specimens in the collection to 158,054. Curators documented the
status and distribution of the three most significant invasive ant speciesin the U.S.; reviewed
the millipedes of the family Chelodesmidae of the Antilles and the Bahamas; explored the
arthropod diversity of shallow subterranean habitats in the southern Appalachians; and

are currently documenting the recent expansion of the invasive Argentine ant in Virginia.

VMNH Curator of Recent Invertebrates Dr. Kal vanov and Assistant Curator of Recent Inver-
tfebrates Dr. Jackson Means initiated the Millipedes of Virginia project, and continued work on
the Ants of Virginia and the Spiders of Virginia projects. Ongoing work includes the first world
catalogue of the family Chelodesmidae; description of new genera and species of millipedes
from Brazil; research into new isopod-ant associations; an updated checklist of the terrestrial
isopods of Puerto Rico; a review of the invasive ants of Florida, and the first documented

occurrence of the invasive African planthopper Leptodelphax maculigera in Paraguay.



http://www.vmnh.net/research-collections

VMNH Waynesboro

The 2024-2025 fiscal year saw the final steps to complete detailed design for the VMNH-Waynesboro branch campus,
representing 100% building design and 25% exhibit design. The remainder of the exhibits, as well as landscaping and
other considerations, will be completed when VMNH moves to the Commonwealth’s Capital Construction Pool and

produces the working drawings.

Many thanks to the volunteers who have provided support during the City of Waynesboro’s Saturday Farmer’s Market

hours and other special events by hosting the VMNH Mobile Science Outreach Trailer! Over the past year, the team

hosted over 1,200 visitors who experienced a taste of the exhibits that the museum will bring to the Shenandoah Valley.

Science Festivals

VMNH science festivals were key drivers of science outreach, tourism growth, and quality of life for visitors from across
the Commonwealth and beyond, drawing more than 9,000 visitors across 3 festivals over the past year. Science
festival goals include 1) increased museum visitation, 2) expanded science outreach, and 3) growth in memberships,
partnerships and community engagement. Upcoming VMNH science festivals include:

Bonez & Booz Reptile Festival Dino Festival
October 25,2025 April 25-26,2026 July 24-25,2026
Sponsored by: Sponsored by: Sponsored by:
Atlantic Union Bank, Bassett Furniture Bassett Furniture Industries, Boxley Bassett Furniture Industries, Boxley
Industries, Boxley Materials Company,  Materials Company, Hooker Furnish- ~ Materials Company, Hooker Furnish-
Carter Bank, Hooker Furnishings, The ings, The Patterson Trust, Virginia ings, The Patterson Trust, Virginia
Patterson Trust Tourism Corporation Tourism Corporation

Thank you to our supporters!

For a complete list of donors in fiscal year 2025,
please visit www.vmnh.net/donors.


http://www.vmnh.net/donors

