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“This exhibition features 
80 specimens that include 
extinct proboscideans and 

some of their Ice Age neigh-
bors, such as carnivores, 

horses, giant ground sloths 
and giant armadillos.”

 Experience live snakes, turtles,
lizards and more through exciting
activities, exhibits, and children’s crafts
at the Reptile Day family festival on July
26 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Don’t miss
spectacular educational demonstrations
by experts with live cobras, rattlesnakes
and more.

 The 24th Annual VMNH
Indian Festival is Saturday,
September 13 (Friday, September
12 is student day). This year’s
festival features all-new events,
including Aztec dancers, pottery
making demonstrations, and
basket weaving.

Indian FestivalIndian Festival

 Mammoths and Mastodons, extinct
relatives of modern elephants, roamed
much of North America until the end
of the last Ice Age, 10,000 years ago.

tells the story of these fabulous creatures,
and some of their close relatives
and neighbors, as revealed by fossil
discoveries and current research.
 This exhibition features 80 specimens
that include extinct proboscideans and
some of their Ice Age neighbors, such as

carnivores, horses, giant ground sloths
and giant armadillos. Colorful interpre-
tive banners feature artists’ reconstruc-
tions of the animals and photo murals of
scientists at work.
 Fundamentally grounded in cur-
rent research, the exhibit also explores
questions of scientific interest today. Did
humans play a role in the extinction of
North American proboscideans? How
do we determine the diets of the ancient
giants? Can we reconstruct the climates
and ecosystems in which they lived?
Visitors leave with new knowledge about
fossil proboscideans and an appreciation
of science as an ongoing process.
 Enjoy free admission to on
September 27 with a Museum Day pass!
See page 2 for details.
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