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Education

Doodle Bugs!
	 VMNH offers children ages 3 to 5 the 
opportunity to experience natural history 
first-hand with the Doodle Bugs! program. 
These hour-long programs include 
imaginative stories, fun activities, games and 
crafts that spark creativity. Programs are held 
at 10 a.m. and repeated at 3 p.m. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 

Be the Scientist!
September 28
Bring your budding scientist to our 
classroom laboratory and explore the 
world of science.

Terrific Trees
October 26
Trees are important all year long. Come and 
discover the fascinating world of trees.

Turkey Time
November 30
We are going wild about turkeys! Learn to 
strut and gobble like a turkey and take  
home turkey tidbits to share 
throughout the holidays.

What’s Up?
December 14
Fascinated with the sky? Come learn about 
clouds, weather, and other interesting things 
in the sky and beyond.

Homeschool Wednesdays
	 Homeschool Wednesdays brings 
homeschool students together on the second 
Wednesday of the month while education 
staff provides hands-on learning activities. 
Students are divided into two groups, one for 
ages 6 to 9 years and another for ages 10 to 15 
years. Upcoming programs include: 
Plants: Inside and Out (October 12); Animal 
Adventures (November 9); and, Up, Up and 
Away (December 14). Programs are from 10 
to 11:15 a.m. An enrichment session has been 
added to offer students additional learning 
expeditions. Ecosystems, Interactions, and 
Dynamics will be held on November 30 from 
3 – 4 p.m. Homeschool parents may attend 
programs with their child or spend time in the 
Teacher Resource Center. To pre-register or for 
more information, call 276-634-4185 or e-mail 
discover@vmnh.virginia.gov. 

Virginia Science Institutes for 
STEM Education (VSISE) 
	 The VSISE are the next generation of the 
Virginia Science Standards Institutes (VSSI) 
which have been conducted for the past 
15 summers for fourth- and fifth-grade 
teachers. In collaboration with the Virginia 
Department of Education and several 
other state agencies, VMNH conducted four 
VSISEs this year. These six-day summer 
learning experiences are designed to support 
the implementation of the Science Standards 
of Learning and STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics) education. 
Two of the VSISE provided a STEM focus 
on Life/Environmental science and two on 
Earth/Space science. This year’s VSISEs were 
held at Hungry Mother, Westmoreland, and 
Bear Creek Lake state parks attracting 57 
educators from across the Commonwealth.

A mother and daughter create a leaf rubbing
together during the Doodle Bugs! Nature Camp.

Education programs are $5 per participant 
(unless otherwise noted). Pre-registration is 
required one week prior to each program by 
contacting the museum at 276-634-4185 or 
discover@vmnh.virginia.gov. Programs are 
subject to cancellation if minimum numbers 
are not met.

Youth Volunteers
Do you know any youth ages 13 – 17
interested in volunteering at VMNH? 
Students learn valuable life skills 
as they assist with educational 
programs, festivals, summer camps, 
and special events. The volunteers 
meet monthly and can sign up for 
opportunities throughout the year. For 
more information, contact Robin at 
robin.jensen@vmnh.virginia.gov or 
276-634-4188. 

VINYL Workshop
	 The MHC Community Nature Initiative 
hosted the Virginia Institute for Natural 
Youth Leadership (VINYL) workshop June 
26 through July 1 with internationally known 
speaker Joseph Cornell of Sharing Nature 
Worldwide. VINYL was a five-day workshop 
that trained educators how to use Sharing 
Nature techniques to teach natural history 
topics while also teaching educators 
how to foster youth leadership in their 
programs. Participants included teachers, 
environmental educators, and community 
leaders from across Virginia and from New 
Hampshire, Ohio and North Carolina.  The 
group took part in classroom and outdoor 
activities including visits to Philpott Lake, 
Fairy Stone State Park, Gravely Nature 
Preserve and Frank Wilson Park.



H2O My Students explored the significance and the many uses of 
water. They investigated how water is important for survival of all 
living creatures and why it is very important to keep our 
waterways clean.

Teamwork was the theme of 
the week as campers solved 
several engineering challenges 
in a week long Engineering 
Challenge summer camp.

VMNH Summer Adventure Camps
	 Thanks to a Bank of America Foundation grant, VMNH Summer 
Adventure Camps provided free registration to over 50 children to 
attend science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) camps. 
Children from age 3 to 10 took part in a variety of camps including: 
Junior Naturalist Camp: Life on Earth from July 18-22; Doodle Bugs 
Summer Science Explorers: Build your World! from July 26-28; 
Engineering Challenge from August 1-5; The Great Lunch Adventure 
from August 8-12; and Doodle Bugs Summer Science Explorers: 
Nature from August 9-11.

MHC After 3 participants pose with their recently completed garden.

MHC After 3 
VMNH educators delivered summer programming to three MHC 
After 3 sites. Students’ ideas were incorporated during program 
development resulting in three customized summer camps.

Design and Dig! Collinsville YMCA participants explored plants, 
gardening, and the importance of community green spaces. The 
students selected Jack Dalton Park and designed a new garden. They 
prepared the site, chose the flowers, designed the layout, planted, 
mulched, and sweated a lot in the heat! The next time you are at Jack 
Dalton Park, check out the new garden next to the walking trail. 

Design It Campers at the Fieldale Community Center investigated 
the world of engineering in this design-inspired camp! Civil engi-
neering was the theme of the week as students were given several 
structural challenges that tested their ingenuity and problem solving 
skills. The week culminated with building amusement park rides.
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Museum Sleepovers
Imagine groups of children with flashlights on a scavenger 
hunt, digging for fossils, and making crafts after Museum 
hours, then rolling out their sleeping bags under an
Allosaurus for a good night’s sleep. VMNH sleepovers provide 
Boy and Girl Scouts with activities to earn badges. Other 
groups can also discover the excitement of nighttime
adventures at the museum. Call 276-634-4185 for date 
availability and pricing. 

	 Book your child’s birthday party at the museum this 
year! You and your guests can enjoy a themed birthday 
party, a hands-on activity, and tours of the exhibits 
during your celebration. 
Visit www.vmnh.net to get your party planning started.

Looking for a fun location for your next birthday?

Participants use paddle boats to test water quality at Fairy Stone State Park.
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The Virginia Museum of Natural History 
at 21 Starling Avenue, Martinsville, VA is the 
state museum of natural history for Virginia, 
seeking to preserve, study and interpret 
the wealth of Virginia’s natural heritage. 
The museum promotes research, education, 
exhibits, publications and programs in 
natural history.

VMNH ADMISSION
Continued Discovery Rates apply until 
January 2012. They are $5/Adults, 
$4/College Students and Senior Citizens, 
and $3/Children and Youth 3 to 18. 
Children under 3 and VMNH members are 
always free with membership card. 
Group rates are available.

VMNH HOURS
Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. The museum is closed on Sundays as 
well as Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day. Please call ahead for current 
hours of operation. 

The museum is within easy driving distance 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway and Roanoke, 
Lynchburg, Danville and Greensboro, NC. 
For more information about membership, 
museum exhibits, group tours, or special 
events, please visit our Web site at 
www.vmnh.net or call 276-634-4141.

The Virginia Museum of Natural History is 
accredited by the American Association of Museums and is 
a member of the Association of Science-Technology Centers, 

Southeastern Museums Conference, Natural Science Collections 
Alliance, Virginia Association of Museums, 

and Museum Store Association. 

VMNH is an agency of the Secretary of Natural 
Resources for the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The VMNH Foundation is a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit organization.
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VMNH doubles as a 
one-of-a-kind event space
	 The Virginia Museum of Natural History offers a variety of rental spaces for holiday 
events, meetings, conferences and other gatherings. Events of all sizes can be held in 
a variety of museum spaces, from small meeting rooms to the towering Harvest 
Foundation Great Hall. Recent events held at the museum include wedding receptions, 
holiday parties, conferences, meetings, and more. For more information about renting 
VMNH for an event, and to learn about special VMNH Member discounts, call 
276-634-4166 or e-mail carolyn.seay@vmnh.virginia.gov.

Think 
Festive...
Drop by the Museum Store 
and  Paleo Café for 
unique holiday gifts 
and delicious specials.
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Corporate Members and Sponsors

Volunteers of the Month
August: Christian Norris

September: TraVon DeJarnette
October: William Hatchett

Upcoming 
VMNH Events
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As part of VMNH’s Green Initiative, 
the newsletter is printed on recycled 
paper. In addition, it is printed with 
vegetable-based ink.

October 15 – VMNH Chili Cook-off

November 11 – FREE admission to all veterans on 
	 Veterans Day.

December 1 – VMNH Members’ Family Discovery Night

February 25 – Living off the Land 
	 exhibit closes

Call 276.634.4162 to become a museum member today.

AEP, Bank of America, Bassett Office Supply, 
BB&T, Blue Ridge Packaging Corp., Building Supply 
Company, Inc., Carter Bank & Trust, Charity League 
of M-HC, Chick-Fil-A of Liberty Fair Mall, 
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries, 
El Norteno Mexican Restaurant, Ferrum College, 
Hooker Furniture Corporation, M-HC Economic 
Development Corporation, Marjorie Sutton 
Memorial Foundation, Martinizing Dry 
Cleaning, Martinsville First Savings Bank, National 
Wild Turkey Federation, New College Institute, 
Norris Funeral Services, Inc., Painted Plate Catering, 
Patrick Henry Community College, Pepper Moon 
Catering, Pizza Hut, Quality Catering, Quality Inn/
Dutch Inn, Radford Universtiy, Ratatouille Catering 
LLC, Rising Sun Breads LLC, Rotary Club of 
Martinsville, S & K Office Products, Inc., SunTrust 
Bank, Susan Critz Catering, T. R. Properties, Inc., 
Tacoma, Inc., The Eye Site, Trout Unlimited, 
Virginia Lottery, Virginia Tourism, 
Vistar Eye Center, Wal-Mart


