
Newsletter 

of the

Virginia

Museum of

Natural 

History

Dinosaur exhibit open 

  is now 
open through September 18. Life-size 
casts of dinosaurs dominate the exhibit, 
which includes a 40-foot long skeleton 
cast of an �a massive 
carnivore that existed in what is now 
North America between 125 million and 
100 million years ago. The exhibit also 
includes a 12-foot long skeleton cast of a 

, a carnivorous dromaeosaurid 
dinosaur. Dromaeosauridae were small-to 

medium-sized feathered carnivores that 
�ourished during the early Cretaceous 
period, about 115 to 108 million years ago. 
Other specimens and models include a 

 skeleton cast, a  
with prey, a phytosaur, and more. The 

 and 
 skeletons are on loan from 

the North Carolina Museum of Natural 
Sciences in Raleigh, North Carolina.

We are open July 4! 

Coming soon: 

The Hooker Furniture 
Discovery Reef –
a hands-on, underwater 

adventure area for children.

Reptiles to take 
over museum

 VMNH will host the 4th annual Reptile 
Day family festival on Saturday, July 24, 
2010 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visitors can 
experience live reptiles and more through 
exciting activities, exhibits, and children�s 
crafts. The festival will feature live displays 
and shows by Mark Kilby of Luray Zoo.



VMNH
Field Trips
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 Learn about the fascinating geological 
history of the Middle Atlantic States through a 
variety of environments representative of the 
last 450 million years with VMNH staff and 
volunteers. Field trip fees support 
VMNH research. To make a reservation, 
please e-mail �eldtrips@vmnh.virginia.gov 
or call  (276) 634-4171. Information is also 
available at www.vmnh.net. 

The 23rd Annual VMNH Foundation Thomas Jefferson Awards were held 
Wednesday, April 21 from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the museum.  The Thomas Jefferson 
Awards honor Virginia businesses, groups and individuals for their contributions 
to and support for natural science.

23rd Annual Thomas Jefferson Awards

Director�s Message
 I�m happy to have this chance for a brief 
introduction as the museum�s new Executive Director! 
My family and I �rst arrived in Martinsville to �nd 
snow and winter cold. My science background is in 
entomology (the study of insects), but my interest in 
the natural history of Virginia was not dampened by 
the rich snowfall. I knew tucked away, hidden under 
leaf litter, tree bark, rocks, and other cover objects, that 
life was waiting for spring-time temperatures, where 
it would burst forth out of the animal kingdom�s many dormant stages. Indeed, we have 
seen a huge swing in temperature and nature from January to July!
 Part of the subdued winter life that slept through my arrival in Virginia was our 
reptiles and amphibians, or what my fellow scientists call the �herpetofauna� (literally a 
�descriptive list of the crawling animals�). In celebration of the Commonwealth�s rich 
assemblage of reptiles and amphibians, the museum is pleased to have its annual Reptile 
Day family festival on July 24. We will have special guests giving presentations, and there 
will be a wide array of marvelous live animals on hand. Even an insect enthusiast such as 
myself can not help but revel in the beauty of form and complexity of behavior exhibited 
by these wonderful animals!
 As one of the newest members of the VMNH staff, I hope to see you and your family 
and friends at Reptile Day, and at many of our future events as well!

Thank you for your support of the Virginia Museum of Natural History,
Joe B. Keiper, Ph.D., Executive Director




